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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )^l Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 June 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 9-14 is/are pending in the application. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "through- 
shaped" should be -trough-shaped — as per the abstract; see page 1, lines 3, 6-8, etc. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 9-14 are objected to because of the following informalities: "through- 
shaped" (claim 9, line 1 , etc.) is understood to be "trough-shaped". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Buchko (US 5,682,729) in view of Ima et al. (US 5,761 ,980). 

Buchko discloses a packaging machine including elements to form trough- 
shaped packages comprising transverse cutter 166; at least one longitudinal cutter 200 
driven in a vertically displaceable manner (rotated) for separating trays (see column 8, 
lines 4+); control means 210 for controlling the operations. Buchko does not directly 
disclose the use of a counter roller for the rotating longitudinal cutters however Ima et 
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al. disclose rotating longitudinal cutting devices3 with driven vertically displaceable 
counter rollers units 24; see figures 1-2. 

It would have been obvoius to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the counter roller cutting device of Ima et al. in the invention to 
Buchko in order to insure longitudinal cutting of trays where desired. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R. Harmon whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-4461 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on (571) 272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher R Harmon/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



